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BOOK GROUP NOTES ON

‘TRAITOR’ 

By PETE JOHNSON

HOW ABOUT DISCUSSING …

FIRST LOOK:

A one-word title: ‘TRAITOR.’

This is unusual. Why do you think the author has done this?

Look also at the cover image. No faces, just a threatening message on phone.

What sort of book does it suggest?

Chapter One

The book begins with Tom being bullied on the very first page, before we know anything about him. 

Why has the author done this?

Does this pull you into the story right away and encourage identification with Tom’s plight? 

Did you find yourself asking what you would have done in this situation?

‘Read the first page and prepare to be hooked.’ (Cindy Shanks)

Would you agree?

Compare Tom’s experience of being bullied with that of Mia, in Chapter Three. Are there any similarities in the way the gang treat Mia and Tom? 

Consider too the differences – for instance the personal comments the gang make only to Mia (‘I’d really hate to have hair that red,’ (P.24)

Different reactions to bullying
Tom doesn’t tell anyone – Why not?

Look at… ‘All my credit was going to evaporate when they heard I was being terrorised by girls.’ (p.18)

Is this a typical boy’s reaction?

Mia does tell someone – her mum. (p.29/30) Is she right?

What would you have done?

Compare too, Tom’s relationship with his dad and Mia’s with her mum.

What does Tom think of his step-mum Lydia?

The third victim, Oliver.
What is your initial opinion of him? (p.36/39)

Tom describes him as a ‘wet lettuce.’

Is this fair?

Does your opinion of Oliver change?

Look for instance at Oliver talking about his badge (p72-75) and his tea party (p.99-108)

The text messages (p.51 etc)

Is this in some way worse than the physical bullying?

‘This is so nasty,’ says Oliver on (p.51)

Would you agree?

What makes it feel so nasty?

The CIS. 

All the gang are girls.

Does this surprise you?

What does it add to the story?

They are shadowy figures but what do we learn about them?

(‘How I wish I had a posh uniform like that,’ (p.25) for instance)

Oliver says, ‘When people pick on you, don’t take it personally (p.45) they’re really doing it because they don’t like themselves.’

Tom replied sarcastically, ‘Next time the gang are stealing money off me I’ll remember that feel so much better.’

But has Oliver got a point?

What do you think?

Do the CIS not like themselves?

Is that why they pick on people?

A famous scene (p.93-95)

The attack on the CIS with water pistols. 

Is this a highlight for you?

Do we enjoy seeing the victims take control?

Were they right to do this? 

Look at the implications (p.112 etc)

‘Maybe at school tomorrow we could see a teacher quietly,’ (p.147)

But could you tell a teacher about something which is happening outside school?

Who else could Mia, Tom and Oliver tell?

What advice would you give them?

Oliver’s break-in (p.132)

It looks as if he may have faked the whole thing.

Why do you think he did this?

What would your reaction to this revelation have been?

The Characters
Who is your favourite character in the book?

Who would you most like as a friend?

Who do you think is the most interesting character?

THE BOOK
‘Traitor offers food for thought, not easy answers.’    The Bookseller
What food for thought does ‘Traitor’ offer you?

‘Traitor is one of those delicious books that once read it is impossible to put down.’                               Cindy Shanks, Humanities Review
Would you agree? 

How does Pete Johnson keep you gripped?

If you were persuading a friend to read ‘Traitor,’ what would you say?

TALKING POINTS
‘TRAITOR’ aims to show how devastating bullying can be,

It can lead people to feel  …

FRIGHTENED

ANGRY

DEPRESSED 

TOTALLY POWERLESS

WANT TO WITHDRAW

Look at the effects of bullying on Tom, Mia and Oliver.

Which words above best describe their feelings?

Can you think of others?

WHY A BULLY MIGHT TARGET TOM, MIA AND OLIVER?

To look tough and feel powerful?

They’re being picked on themselves?

They’re jealous of them?

To escape from their own problems?

Use the suggestions above or add your own.

TIPS FOR -  TOM, MIA AND OLIVER
If you’re being bullied. 

DON’T BLAME YOURSELF

STAY PROUD OF YOURSELF

GET HELP

What other tips would you add?

‘To defeat a bully you need to retain your self control and preserve your sense of self.’                            Help Guide …org
                                                  *******
